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For immediate release, Thursday 22nd April 2010
CROUCH END FESTIVAL CHORUS TO APPEAR AT FIRST NIGHT OF THE PROMS
The programme for this year’s BBC Proms - described by Jiří Bělohlávek as "the world's largest and most democratic musical festival" - was announced today, Thursday 22nd April.
Crouch End Festival Chorus has been invited to take part in the First Night of this world-famous season of concerts on Friday 16th July.   They will join three other choirs and the BBC Symphony Orchestra with its Chief Conductor, Jiří Bělohlávek, in a centenary performance of Mahler’s Eighth Symphony. 

CEFC’s Musical Director, David Temple, comments,

“Even though we have appeared in many BBC Proms concerts, this is our first 'First Night' and to be singing such a majestic work as Mahler's Eighth Symphony makes the whole occasion a major highlight in the choir's history.”

The concert will be broadcast live on BBC Radio 3 and BBC Two.
Mahler’s Eighth Symphony is known as the Symphony of a Thousand.   When it was first performed in 1910, the combined forces of choirs, boys’ choir, huge symphony orchestra and eight soloists did indeed number over a thousand.  This time, the BBC Symphony Chorus, the Sydney Philharmonia Choirs, CEFC and Choristers of St Paul’s Cathedral School and Westminster Abbey will join soloists Mardi Byers, Twyla Robinson, Malin Christensson, Stephanie Blythe,  Kelley O’Connor, Nikolai Schukoff, Hanno Müller-Brachmann and Tomasz Konieczny. 
This is seventh time CEFC has appeared at the BBC Proms.  Last year, it sang Berlioz’ Te Deum and the Bach Choir, BBC Symphony Chorus and BBC Symphony Orchestra under conductor, Susanna Mälkki.   In 2008, the choir took part in the Verdi Requiem, again with the BBC Symphony Orchestra and Chorus under Jiří Bělohlávek.

The BBC Proms is the world’s largest classical music festival, with more than 90 concerts – featuring many of the world’s greatest artists and orchestras – as well as a host of extra events including talks, workshops, films, free performances and family events. 
 

The Proms runs from Friday 16 July to Saturday 11 September 2010, and full information on the season is available at bbc.co.uk/proms.
The BBC Proms presents a wide range of music and artists and is renowned for its low ticket prices. Highlights this year include a huge opening weekend Wagner’s The Mastersingers of Nuremberg with Bryn Terfel and Verdi’s Simon Boccanegra with Plácido Domingo. There are two starry Broadway Proms dedicated to the music of Stephen Sondheim and Rodgers & Hammerstein, and the hugely successful Doctor Who Prom returns. Featured artists include Paul Lewis – who plays all of Beethoven’s piano concertos – John Eliot Gardiner, Valery Gergiev, Sir Charles Mackerras and Sir Simon Rattle. Maria João Pires returns to the Proms after more than 10 years for an all-Chopin concert, while virtuoso violinist Nicola Benedetti, and jazz star Jamie Cullum make their Proms debuts.

The season culminates with the famous Last Night of the Proms, with BBC Proms in the Park and Big Screen events across the UK.

The BBC Proms are broadcast on BBC Radio 3, and many are broadcast on BBC television (BBC Two and Four primarily, but also BBC Three and BBC HD), and all broadcasts are available via the BBC iPlayer for 7 days. 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS

· BBC Proms

· The First Night of the Proms is on Friday 16 July (8.00pm)

· Soloists are Mardi Byers soprano; Twyla Robinson soprano; Malin Christensson soprano; Stephanie Blythe mezzo-soprano; Kelley O’Connor mezzo-soprano; Nikolai Schukoff tenor; Hanno Müller-Brachmann baritone and Tomasz Konieczny bass

· Full details are now on the Proms website: bbc.co.uk/proms 

· Booking opens at 08.00am on Tuesday 4 May:

online at bbc.co.uk/proms ( by telephone 0845 401 5040 ( in person at the Royal Albert Hall 

· For further press information on the BBC Proms, please contact Victoria Bevan, victoria.bevan@bbc.co.uk  020 7765 4714

· Crouch End Festival Chorus is one of the leading symphony choruses in the UK.Under the musical direction of David Temple, CEFC promotes its own concerts and collaborates with the finest orchestras, soloists, singers, composers, broadcasters and recording companies.

· CEFC’s summer concerts are on Saturday 19th June at St James’s Church, Muswell Hill, London N10 (4.00pm and 8.00pm).  The programme will include music by Orlando Gough, Palestrina, David Bedford, Bruckner, James MacMillan, Grieg and John Tavener.
TICKETS: £21/£15/£9
CEFC ticketline: 0844 736 5220 

CEFC ticketline email: tickets@cefc.org.uk

Sales and credit card bookings: Les Aldrich Music Shop, Fortis Green Road, 
N10 3HN; 020 8883 5631

• Half price for ages 18 and under

• 20% discount for CEFC Friends, Crouch End Card holders 

· In the last year, the singers of Crouch End Festival Chorus have sung at

the BBC Proms (Berlioz Te Deum) and the BBC Electric Proms; in the chorus’s own concert promotions at the Barbican and the new King’s Place; and in two packed-out performances of Monteverdi’s Vespers of 1610 with Emma Kirkby and period instruments on home turf in Muswell Hill.  Its most recent Barbican concerts at the Barbican were Britten’s War Requiem in November and Haydn’s Die Schöpfung in January.   In one weekend in April, CEFC sang with its patron, Ennio Morricone, at the Royal Albert Hall and the following night at the Barbican, in  Janáček’s Glagolitic Mass and Beethoven’s Mass in C.
· In June 2009 the choir reached No 5 in the Amazon charts with its Kinks Choral Collection and Ray Davies.  The choir’s recent recording with Kate Royal has just been nominated for a Grammy Award. The choir also featured prominently on the Doctor Who specials at Christmas and New Year and has recently recorded for the new series with the new Doctor played by Matt Smith.

· Recently it has expanded its outreach work, including a special performance with primary schools, funded by Thornton’s Budgens. 

· The choir celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2009 and gave world premieres by Matthew Ferraro, Orlando Gough and jazz composer Roland Perrin.
For more information about CEFC, please visit www.cefc.org.uk
CEFC Press Contact:   

Duncan McAlpine

T: 0208 883 5992; M: 07966 184613; e: dmcalpine@totalise.co.uk

