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JANÁČEK Glagolitic Mass

BEETHOVEN Mass in C  (Op 86)
Sunday 11 April 2010, 7.30pm | Barbican Centre, London

______________________________________________________________________________________

PERFORMANCE AND BOOKING INFORMATION

Sunday 11 April 2010, 7.30pm

Barbican Centre, Silk Street, London EC2Y 8DS

TICKETS: £24 – £9.00

• Half price for ages 18 and under

• 20% discount for CEFC Friends, Crouch End Card holders and Barbican Card

holders

Box office: 020 7638 8891 | www.barbican.org.uk
_____________________________________________________________________________

Crouch End Festival Chorus’s spring concert features two works that couldn’t be more different – Janáček’s pulsating Glagolitic Mass and Beethoven’s complex  Mass in C.
Hailed as a masterpiece of the 20th century choral repertoire, the Glagolitic Mass is an exuberant and triumphant celebration of life. Janáček began composing the piece in 1926, having been prompted by a clerical friend to try his hand at a new setting of the mass.  Rather than opting for a traditional Latin mass, he used an ancient Slavonic text.   The music may be sacred yet the Mass exudes a wild and earthy character.  Janáček’s solo and choral writing is dramatic in the extreme, with a mesmerising base of orchestral textures. 
Considered to be the elder sibling of his Missa Solemnis, Beethoven’s Mass in C is the perfect contrast to Janáček.   Beethoven said of his Mass that it represented the “true inwardness of religious feeling” and it has long been praised for its directness and intense emotional content.

CEFC will be joined by soprano Naomi Harvey; mezzo Julia Batchelor-Walsh; tenor Alan Oke (who recently played the role of Gandhi in Philip Glass's Satyagraha); bass Tim Mirfin; and the London Orchestra da Camera, conducted by CEFC Musical Director, David Temple.    
Conductor David Temple, says, “Crouch End Festival Chorus is at the top of its game.  Many choirs would consider it a challenge to perform just one of these works in concerts.  Come and witness stunning choral singing at its very best.”
ENDS
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· Crouch End Festival Chorus is one of the leading symphony choruses in the UK.Under the musical direction of David Temple, CEFC promotes its own concerts and collaborates with the finest orchestras, soloists, singers, composers, broadcasters and recording companies.

· In the last year, the singers of Crouch End Festival Chorus have sung at

the BBC Proms (Berlioz Te Deum) and the BBC Electric Proms; in the chorus’s own concert promotions at the Barbican and the new King’s Place; and in two

packed-out performances of Monteverdi’s Vespers of 1610 with Emma Kirkby

and period instruments on home turf in Muswell Hill.  Its most recent Barbican concerts at the Barbican wereBritten’s War Requiem in November and Haydn’s Die Schöpfung in January.
· In June 2009 the choir reached No 5 in the Amazon charts with its Kinks Choral Collection and Ray Davies.  The choir’s recent recording with Kate Royal has just been nominated for a Grammy Award. The choir also featured prominently on the Doctor Who specials at Christmas and New Year.
· Recently it has expanded its outreach work, including a special

performance with primary schools, funded by Thornton’s Budgens. 
· The choir celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2009 and gave world premieres by Matthew Ferraro, Orlando Gough and jazz composer Roland Perrin.

· Future CEFC promotions include 

· Music by Palestrina, Bruckner, David Bedford, James MacMillan, John Tavener and Orlando Gough (Saturday 19 June, St James’s Church, Muswell Hill, London N10)
· For more information about CEFC, please visit www.cefc.org.uk
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