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26th Season

BRITTEN War Requiem  

Saturday 7 November, 7.30pm | Barbican Centre, London

______________________________________________________________________________________

PERFORMANCE AND BOOKING INFORMATION

Saturday 7 November, 7.30pm

Barbican Centre, Silk Street, London EC2Y 8DS

TICKETS: £24 – £9.00

• Half price for ages 18 and under

• 20% discount for CEFC Friends, Crouch End Card holders and Barbican Card

holders

Box office: 020 7638 8891 | www.barbican.org.uk
_____________________________________________________________________________

"My subject is War, and the pity of War.
The Poetry is in the pity…
All a poet can do today is warn."       Wilfred Owen
On the eve of Remembrance Sunday, Crouch End Festival Chorus will perform Benjamin Britten’s magnificent War Requiem, arguably the greatest choral work of the twentieth century.   
Commissioned for the reconsecration of the new Coventry Cathedral in 1962, which had been destroyed in the Second World War, Britten set the traditional Latin Mass for the Dead alongside nine poems by the great war poet, Wilfred Owen.   Britten, a pacifist since childhood, took the opportunity to make his most profound statement on the nature of war.  “I hope it'll make people think a bit," he wrote in a letter to his sister after the premiere.
The first performance was not without its difficulties – Britten’s chosen soprano, Galina Vishnevskaya, was not allowed to travel from the Soviet Union and had to be replaced at the last minute by Heather Harper – but it was nevertheless a triumph.   After this and subsequent performances in Europe, audiences and critics alike hailed the Requiem a contemporary masterpiece.

The work demands great musical forces - the soprano, Lynda Russell, and symphony choir sing the words of the Latin mass; the tenor, Robert Murray, and baritone, Stephan Loges, singing the words of Wilfred Owen, are accompanied by a separate chamber choir; and far off in the balcony of the Barbican Hall is 
more ….

the children’s choir – the excellent Finchley Children’s Music Group – 
representing the innocence of a generation devastated by war.  The performance will use a special lighting design to complement the graphic Wilfred Owen poems.
David Temple, the choir’s conductor and co-founder, sang with the

London Philharmonic Choir for several years before founding Crouch End

Festival Chorus. He says, “You cannot simply let this music wash over you.  For me, every bar creates the most gruesome images my head and reminds me, if I need reminding, that there is no glory in war, only hideous and irrevocable destruction.”

The line-up includes the London Orchestra da Camera, with soprano

Lynda Russell, tenor, Robert Murray, and baritone Stephan Loges and Finchley Children’s Music Group, with whom the chorus frequently works.

ENDS
NOTES TO EDITORS

· Crouch End Festival Chorus is one of the leading symphony choruses in the UK.Under the musical direction of David Temple, CEFC promotes its own concerts and collaborates with the finest orchestras, soloists, singers, composers, broadcasters and recording companies.

· In the last year, the singers of Crouch End Festival Chorus have sung at

the BBC Proms (Berlioz Te Deum) and the BBC Electric Proms; in the chorus’s own concert promotions at the Barbican and the new King’s Place; and in two

packed-out performances of Monteverdi’s Vespers of 1610 with Emma Kirkby

and period instruments on home turf in Muswell Hill.

· Recently it has expanded its outreach work, including a special

performance with primary schools, funded by Thornton’s Budgens. 
· The choir celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2009 and gave world premieres by Matthew Ferraro, Orlando Gough and jazz composer Roland Perrin.

· Future CEFC promotions include 

· Haydn: Die Schöpfung (Saturday 10 January, Barbican Hall)

· Beethoven: Mass in C and Janáček: Glagolitic Mass (Sunday 11 April, Barbican Hall)

· Music by Palestrina, Bruckner, David Bedford, James MacMillan and Orlando Gough (Saturday 19 June, St James’s Church, Muswell Hill, London N10)
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