[image: image1.jpg]croucH END

Stval

CHORUS




27th Season         

Berlioz: Grande Messe des Morts
Saturday 9 October 2010, 7.30pm | Barbican Centre, London

______________________________________________________________________________________

PERFORMANCE AND BOOKING INFORMATION

Saturday 9 October 2010, 7.30pm

Barbican Centre, Silk Street, London EC2Y 8DS

TICKETS: £24 – £9.00

• Half price for ages 18 and under

• 20% discount for CEFC Friends, Crouch End Card holders and Barbican Card

holders

Box office: 020 7638 8891 | www.barbican.org.uk
Crouch End Festival Chorus

Robert  Murray (tenor)

David Temple (conductor)

London Orchestra da Camera

____________________________________________________________________________

Fresh from its performances in front of 5,500 people at the First Night of the BBC Proms and 60,000 revellers at Glastonbury, Crouch End Festival Chorus’s next concert is the monumental Grande Messe des Morts by Berlioz.

The concert – at the Barbican on Saturday 9th October – will feature the massed forces of CEFC, acclaimed tenor Robert Murray, a huge orchestra including multiple timpani and brass ensembles at each of the four corners of the Barbican Hall.

Berlioz’s vision of death and the afterlife is of epic proportions.  “If I were threatened with seeing my entire output burned, less one score, it would be for the Messe des Morts that I would beg for mercy”, said Berlioz thirty years after its first performance in 1837.  At that first performance, the conductor, Habeneck, put his baton down at a point of high drama in the Dies Irae to take a pinch of snuff.  Berlioz himself rushed onto the podium and saved the performance – it was a triumph.
Tenor Robert Murray was a Jette Parker Young Artist at the Royal Opera House.  He recently sang the title role in Albert Herring for Glyndebourne On Tour, and the lead role in The Rake’s Progress for Garsington Opera, as well as roles at ENO and the Salzburg Festival.   
- ends - 
NOTES TO EDITORS

· Crouch End Festival Chorus is one of the leading symphony choruses in the UK.Under the musical direction of David Temple, CEFC promotes its own concerts and collaborates with the finest orchestras, soloists, singers, composers, broadcasters and recording companies.
· In the last year, the singers of Crouch End Festival Chorus have sung at

the BBC Proms (Mahler 8th Symphony), at Glastonbury with CEFC Patron, Ray Davies, at the O2 Arena with Andrea Bocelli and at the Royal Albert Hall with Ennio Morricone (another choir patron) and Noel Gallagher.  

The chorus’s own concert promotions have at the Barbican and St James’s, Muswell Hill, have featured music by Janacek (Glagolitic Mass), Orlando Gough, Haydn (The Creation), James MacMillan, and Britten (War Requiem).

· The choir’s recording with Kate Royal was nominated for a Grammy Award. The choir also featured prominently on the recent Doctor Who specials at Christmas and New Year.
· Future CEFC promotions include 

· Christmas Concert (Saturday 11 December), St James Church, Muswell Hill
· Gerhard: The Plague with Paul McGann as the narrator and John Adams: Harmonium (Saturday 15 January), Barbican Hall 
· For more information about CEFC, please visit www.cefc.org.uk
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