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For immediate release, Wednesday 8 June 2011
First ever live performance of Kinks classic album
CROUCH END FESTIVAL CHORUS at Ray Davies’s MELTDOWN
Crouch End Festival Chorus has been invited to sing the final concert at this year’s Meltdown season at the Royal Festival Hall.    Meltdown this year is curated by CEFC Patron and Kinks legend, Ray Davies.    

CEFC and conductor David Temple will join Ray on stage with the London Philharmonic Orchestra on Sunday 19th June to sing The Kinks Are The Village Green Preservation Society, the first time it’s been performed live.   The concert will feature Kinks’ classics such as Lola, Sunny Afternoon, You Really Got Me, Waterloo Sunset and All Day and All of the Night.

The week long Meltdown Festival has been an institution at the Southbank Centre since 1993.   Some of the world’s most distinguished musicians have been the guest directors of Meltdown. From John Peel through to Massive Attack, via David Bowie, Patti Smith, Morrissey and more, Meltdown has given seminal artists the chance to pick their favourite artists to play and exhibit their work at Southbank Centre.

The concert also marks the continuation of a long and fruitful relationship between Ray Davies and CEFC.    Previous collaborations have included an appearance on the Pyramid Stage at the Glastonbury Festival in June 2010, the bestselling The Kinks Choral Collection CD, which featured Waterloo Sunset, You Really Got Me and Days, the 2007 BBC Electric Proms at the Roundhouse and concerts at Hampton Court, Kenwood, Symphony Hall Birmingham and the Hammersmith Apollo.  The choir also appeared on 'Songbook' - a Sky Arts series which featured the music of Ray Davies.

Just three weeks after Meltdown, CEFC will be back on home territory with two summer concerts in a programme featuring Allegri’s Misere, Kodaly’s Missa Brevis and Life by local composer, Jenny Roditi.    CEFC’s summer concerts are on Saturday 2nd July at St James’s, Muswell Hill at 4.00pm and 8.00pm.

David Temple, CEFC Musical Director, comments,

‘All of our concerts with Ray Davies are special but this one is on an even higher plane, with the inclusion of the world-renowned London Philharmonic Orchestra and a world premiere of a symphonic suite of The Kinks’ most iconic album’
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NOTES TO EDITORS

· Crouch End Festival Chorus is one of the leading symphony choruses in the UK.Under the musical direction of David Temple, CEFC promotes its own concerts and collaborates with the finest orchestras, soloists, singers, composers, broadcasters and recording companies.

· CEFC’s next concerts are on Saturday 2nd July at St James’s Church, St James’s Lane, Muswell Hill, London N10 3DB.  The programme includes Allegri’s Miserere, Kodály’s Missa Brevis, Jenny Roditi’s Life and music by Monteverdi, Gabrieli, Carissimi and Lotti.      Tickets are £18, £12, £9 and are available from www.cefc.org.uk; by phone on 0844 736 5220 or tickets@cefc.org.uk.  Tickets also available from Les Aldrich Music Shop, Fortis Green Road, London N10 3HN and n the door. 

· In the last year, the singers of Crouch End Festival Chorus have sung at

the BBC Proms (Mahler 8th Symphony), at Glastonbury with CEFC Patron, Ray Davies, at the O2 Arena with Andrea Bocelli and at the Royal Albert Hall with Ennio Morricone (another choir patron) and Noel Gallagher.  

The chorus’s own concert promotions have at the Barbican and St James’s, Muswell Hill, have featured music by Berlioz (Grande Messe des Morts), Janáček (Glagolitic Mass), Orlando Gough, Haydn (The Creation), James MacMillan, and Britten (War Requiem) and, most recently, a critically acclaimed performance of John Adams’s Harmonium and Gerhard’s The Plague, starring Paul McGann as 

Dr Rieux and Bach St John Passion (in German) at the Barbican.

· For more information about CEFC, please visit www.cefc.org.uk
· For more information about Meltdown, please visit www.meltdown.southbankcentre.co.uk
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